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A.Advent.1st.Sun. Is.2.1-5.  Rom.13.11-14.  Mt.24.37-44. 
 
We are at the beginning of the new liturgical year of the church. It reminds 
us of a new beginning in our lifestyle as Christians. It reminds us also to 
start anew, renew our faith and give our life new spiritual orientation. 

All of us have somewhere and somehow experienced failure in life and realized that many of our 
plans and good resolutions have remained unfulfilled and we understand the value of making a 
new beginning. The church has given us a new year to take a fresh look at ourselves and to 
mould our lives according to the pattern set out in the gospel. Advent is the time to prepare 
ourselves for the coming of Christ. Advent means coming of the future. 
 
I am afraid; I do not know what is going to happen is an expression we use when we are in the 
midst of problem and difficulties. It expresses our worry and uncertainty about the future. But -
today’s readings tell us to await the Lord’s coming. 
 
In today’s first reading we heard that Prophet Isaiah in his vision sees all the nations marching 
together in the eternal peace of God’s kingdom. He speaks of the future conversion of the nations 
and advent of God’s peace. In faith we all go to the house of the Lord. And God will fulfill our 
longing for peace once we begin to live as brothers in love and justice. 
 
St. Paul speaks of the day of the second coming of Jesus Christ. This is the text that stimulated 
St. Augustine’s conversion. Paul lays down here a general principle of Christian morality-doing 
away with bad habits and renewing oneself. In the midst of a world of faithlessness, the 
relevance of Paul’s words is all the stronger: The time is come, you must wake up now. Our 
Salvation is near…let us live decently as people go in the daytime. 
 
Jesus uses an unusual imagery in speaking of himself-that of a thief coming at night. He who is 
watchful and ready need not be surprised. Happy are those who find themselves prepared. If the 
householder knew when the thief would come, he would keep awake. You too must be ready for 
the son of man coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 
The gospel refers to the second coming of Christ, the hour of that great event is known only to 
God. The Lord comes at a decisive moment. He comes unexpectedly.   
 
The day and hour of Christ’s coming is known to God alone. That indicates that our life must be 
a constant preparation for his coming. It is not for us to speculate but to do our duties, however 
simple they may be, till the coming of the Lord. His coming will be a time of separation and 
judgment and it is of utmost important. 
 
The gospel is a warning to us not to be engrossed in worldliness to forget what is most important. 
The most important thing for us is God and his will. It requires us to be alert and watchful. 



Living without watchfulness is disastrous. No thief will inform you beforehand when he is 
coming. Secrecy is his weapon. Christians must be always prepared to welcome Christ. But it is 
not a fearful waiting, but it is waiting with hope and expectations of the glorious coming of 
Christ. 
 
Lack of vigilance and leaving things to the last moment are also disastrous. It is unbecoming to 
speculate regarding the master’s return. There is plenty of time can prove to be a dangerous 
disastrous slogan. There is always a big temptation to procrastinate believing that there is still 
time. 
 
We will never know whether tomorrow or even the next hour will be the last. So, we have to 
guard against taking things easy in fulfilling our responsibilities in the absence of the Master. 
 
He who is faithful will be rewarded, and the unfaithful will be severely dealt with. We have to 
watch and pray. We must take time to offer for our daily prayer and keep a relationship with him. 
Then the unknown hour will turn into an hour of joyful reunion with our Lord. 
 
During Advent we are urged to prepare ourselves through prayer and fasting to celebrate 
worthily the birth of Christ. Jesus comes to us and we must be ready to welcome him The very 
moment we bend our knees and open our hearts to him he comes to us, whenever we work for 
him he really joins us, whenever we pray together in his name he is with us.  
 
 The time is now to watch and pray, so that prayer opens our eyes to the presence of God. It 
helps us to see everything in proper perspective and implants in our heart’s peace even amid 
problems and pains. Prayer is also listening to God’s word.  
 
Christ is with us whenever we are gathered in prayer in his name. 
 
He is with us whenever we listen to the Word of God and when we partake in the Holy 
Eucharist.  
 
During this time of advent, we should always do God’s will, by faithfully fulfilling the work he 
has assigned to us in life. 
 
So, we are told, Stay awake and be prepared for the son of man is coming. May we have the 
courage to be Christian to participate in the final victory of Jesus Christ. 


